Shigella flexnerii and Escherichia coli were the most frequent Gram-negative bacteria found in the mouth cavity and cloacae of the turtles Podocnemis expansa and P. unifilis on beaches in the National Park of Araguaia, Brazil. Reptiles are known as Salmonella carriers, despite rarely isolated in these turtles. This study is located within the National Park region of the Araguaia Plains (Fig. 1) . Field collections were carried out in August and November 2005 under research license 081/04 -IBAMA/RAN. Eighteen female specimens of P. expansa were caught on the beaches during oviposition, and 30 males and females of P. unifilis captured in the river water while feeding and submitted to cloacal and mouth cavity swabbing.
geoffroanus turtles.
Our work aims at detecting Enterobacteriaceae in the mouth cavity and the cloacae of nesting P. expansa and P.
unifilis, which are extensively used as food as well as for manufacturing utilitarian handicrafts by local populations dwelling along the Amazon and Araguaia/Javaés river basins (17) . This causes pressure toward extinction, and also raises the issue concerning health risk to those human populations in contact with these reptiles.
This study is located within the National Park region of the Araguaia Plains (Fig. 1 Similar to this study, E. coli was prevalent in the cloaca and feces of the estuarine diamondback terrapin (Malaclemys terrapin) (9) and Phrynops geoffroanus (7). Oros et al. (14) associated E. coli with lesions in Caretta caretta, and Raidal et al. (15) to juvenile mortality of Chelonia midas. Santoro et al. 
